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Girls' Hockey Coaching Announcement from Mike Maher 
  
 

Northwood School is pleased to announce that interim Head Girls’ Hockey Coach 
Gino Riffle has been appointed permanent Head Coach.  Under Mr. Riffle’s guidance, 
the 2017-2018 team has amassed a record of 25-8-5 to date.  Additionally, the school 
will begin a national search aimed at hiring an Associate Head Coach who will join the 
current coaching staff to assist with recruiting efforts and coaching responsibilities.  
 

Mr. Riffle is a 1996 graduate of the University of Vermont.  Gino has been a 
successful coach, school administrator, and athletic director since becoming an 
educator in 1998.  In his nine years as Head Boys’ Coach at Kimball Union Academy, 
he recruited and mentored 18 Division I players, four of whom were NHL draft picks.  
Two of his teams won the NEPSAC Small School Championship.  From KUA, he 
returned to his high school alma mater, Rice Memorial in Burlington as Associate 
Principal for Student Life and Athletic Director.  In his three years at Rice, the school 
won 19 state championship titles.  He arrived at Northwood in 2015 as a math instructor 
and assistant to Chadd Cassidy with the Boys’ Junior program.  Last year, he became 
Northwood’s Dean of Students and Athletic Director. 
 

Northwood’s Head of School Mike Maher noted, “Given Gino’s success, the 
school would be hard pressed to find a coach who is both versed in the nuances of 
independent boarding school life and capable of leading a high-level hockey program.” 
 

Gino is honored to be named Northwood School’s sixth Head Coach of the girls’ 
program.  “I am very excited for this opportunity.  Northwood has had a strong history of 
girls’ hockey since its inception.  I am thrilled to take the lead and look forward to the 
challenge of building upon the foundation laid before me.  It is our goal to have this 
program consistently at the top nationally and, with help from Coach Getz, we will work 
tirelessly to make this happen.  We take great pride in having the opportunity to help 
impact the girls’ lives on and off the ice during such formative years.  We want this 
Northwood experience for the girls to be one they will remember for the rest of their 
lives." 
 

The Northwood School Girls’ team have 14 games remaining on their schedule.  
In March, the team will compete in the New York State 19U Tournament Championship, 
which they hope to win and then advance to the US Hockey 19U National 
Championships in Marlborough, Massachusetts in April 2018. 
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